
William Mulholland and the Inventing of Los
Angeles: A Journey Through Water, Power,
and Dreams
The Man Who Built Los Angeles

William Mulholland was a visionary engineer who played a pivotal role in
shaping the destiny of Los Angeles. Born in Ireland in 1855, Mulholland
immigrated to the United States in his youth and quickly rose through the
ranks of the Los Angeles water department. In 1902, he was appointed
superintendent of the department, a position he held for over two decades.

Mulholland's most famous achievement was the construction of the Los
Angeles Aqueduct, a massive water project that brought water from the
Owens Valley to the growing city. The aqueduct was an engineering marvel
that required years of planning and execution. It opened in 1913 and
transformed Los Angeles into a thriving metropolis.
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But Mulholland's legacy is more than just the aqueduct. He also played a
key role in the development of the city's electrical system, its flood control
system, and its transportation system. He was a tireless advocate for the
growth of Los Angeles, and his vision helped to make it one of the most
vibrant and successful cities in the world.

The Inventing of Los Angeles

The story of William Mulholland is inextricably linked to the story of Los
Angeles. The city grew up around water, and Mulholland was the man who
brought the water to Los Angeles. He was also responsible for many of the
other systems that made the city possible, including its power and
transportation systems.

Mulholland's vision for Los Angeles was a city of progress and prosperity.
He believed that the city had the potential to be one of the greatest in the
world, and he worked tirelessly to make that vision a reality. His legacy is a
city that is still growing and thriving today, a testament to his vision and
determination.

A Journey Through Water, Power, and Dreams

William Mulholland and the Inventing of Los Angeles is a journey through
the life and work of one of the most important figures in the history of the
city. Author Katie Boehret tells the story of Mulholland's childhood in
Ireland, his immigration to the United States, and his rise to prominence in
Los Angeles.
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The book is filled with fascinating details about the construction of the Los
Angeles Aqueduct and the other projects that Mulholland oversaw. Boehret
also explores the personal life of Mulholland, including his close
relationship with his wife and children. The result is a rich and engaging
portrait of a complex and fascinating man.

A Must-Read for Anyone Interested in Los Angeles

William Mulholland and the Inventing of Los Angeles is a must-read for
anyone interested in the history of Los Angeles. It is a well-written and
thoroughly researched book that brings to life the story of the man who
played a pivotal role in shaping the city's destiny.

Whether you are a lifelong resident of Los Angeles or a visitor who is just
learning about the city's history, you will find this book to be an informative
and enjoyable read.



William Mulholland and the Inventing of Los Angeles by Katie Boehret
is available now from all major booksellers.
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