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About the Book

Return of Old Maine Woman is a captivating memoir by Sarah Orne Jewett
that offers a glimpse into the rich history, traditions, and enduring spirit of
Maine's people. Through vivid storytelling and evocative imagery, Jewett
paints a nostalgic portrait of a bygone era, capturing the essence of
Maine's unique character and the enduring bonds that connect its people.
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Jewett was born in South Berwick, Maine, in 1849. She began writing at a
young age, and her first novel, Deephaven, was published in 1877. Return
of Old Maine Woman was published in 1896, and it is considered to be one
of her most important works. The book is a collection of short stories and
essays that explore the lives of ordinary Mainers. Jewett's writing is
characterized by its realism, its humor, and its deep love of Maine and its
people.

The Stories

The stories in Return of Old Maine Woman are set in a variety of locations
throughout Maine. They range from the coastal towns of Kittery and York to
the inland villages of Bethel and Norway. Jewett's characters are drawn
from all walks of life, and they include farmers, fishermen, teachers, and
ministers. Despite their differences, these characters are all connected by
their shared love of Maine and their commitment to community.

One of the most memorable stories in the book is "A White Heron." This
story follows the adventures of a young girl named Sylvia who discovers a
great white heron in the woods. Sylvia is fascinated by the bird, and she
decides to keep its location a secret. However, she soon realizes that the
heron is in danger from hunters. Sylvia must make a difficult decision:
whether to keep the heron's secret or to tell the hunters where it is.
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The Themes

Return of Old Maine Woman explores a variety of themes, including the
importance of community, the beauty of nature, and the power of memory.
Jewett's characters are constantly struggling to balance their individual
desires with the needs of their community. They must also learn to
appreciate the beauty of their surroundings and to find strength in their
memories.

One of the most important themes in the book is the importance of
community. Jewett's characters are all connected by their shared love of
Maine and their commitment to one another. They help each other through
good times and bad, and they always have each other's backs. This sense
of community is essential to the survival of the people of Maine, and it is
something that Jewett celebrates throughout her writing.

The Legacy

Return of Old Maine Woman is a classic of American literature. It is a book
that has been enjoyed by readers for generations, and it continues to be
relevant today. Jewett's writing is timeless, and her characters are still as
relatable today as they were when the book was first published. Return of
Old Maine Woman is a must-read for anyone who loves Maine, or for
anyone who is interested in the history and culture of the United States.

Return of Old Maine Woman is a captivating memoir that offers a glimpse
into the rich history, traditions, and enduring spirit of Maine's people.
Through vivid storytelling and evocative imagery, Jewett paints a nostalgic
portrait of a bygone era, capturing the essence of Maine's unique character
and the enduring bonds that connect its people.



The book is a must-read for anyone who loves Maine, or for anyone who is
interested in the history and culture of the United States.
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