
Marie Curie and Her Daughters: A Legacy of
Science and Courage
Marie Curie was a trailblazing scientist who made groundbreaking
contributions to physics and chemistry, including her discovery of radium
and polonium. Her life and work have inspired generations of scientists,
and her legacy continues to impact the world today. In "Marie Curie and
Her Daughters," author Sonia Gallant tells the story of Curie's life and work,
as well as the lives of her two daughters, Irène Joliot-Curie and Ève Curie.
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Life and Work of Marie Curie

Marie Curie was born in Poland in 1867. She was a brilliant student, and
she went on to study physics and chemistry at the University of Paris. In
1895, she married Pierre Curie, a fellow scientist. The couple worked
together on research into radioactivity, and in 1898, they discovered radium
and polonium.

Curie's work on radioactivity had a profound impact on the field of physics.
She was the first person to isolate radium, and she also developed new
methods for measuring radioactivity. Her work laid the foundation for the
development of nuclear energy and radiation therapy.

In 1903, Curie became the first woman to be awarded the Nobel Prize. She
was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics, along with her husband Pierre
Curie and Henri Becquerel, for their work on radioactivity. Curie was also
the first person to be awarded two Nobel Prizes. In 1911, she was awarded
the Nobel Prize in Chemistry for her work on the elements polonium and
radium.

Curie's life and work were not without challenges. She faced sexism and
discrimination throughout her career. She was also exposed to high levels
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of radiation, which eventually led to her death from leukemia in 1934.

Despite the challenges she faced, Curie's legacy is one of triumph and
inspiration. She was a brilliant scientist who made groundbreaking
contributions to physics and chemistry. She was also a pioneer for women
in science, and she paved the way for future generations of scientists.

The Daughters of Marie Curie

Marie Curie's two daughters, Irène Joliot-Curie and Ève Curie, followed in
their mother's footsteps and became scientists.

Irène Joliot-Curie was born in Paris in 1897. She studied physics and
chemistry at the University of Paris, and she married Frédéric Joliot-Curie,
a fellow scientist. The couple worked together on research into radioactivity,
and in 1934, they discovered artificial radioactivity.

Irène Joliot-Curie was a brilliant scientist, and she made significant
contributions to the field of radioactivity. She was the first person to
synthesize a radioactive element, and she also developed new methods for
measuring radioactivity. Her work laid the foundation for the development of
nuclear medicine and radiation therapy.

Irène Joliot-Curie was also a political activist. She was a member of the
French Resistance during World War II, and she fought for the rights of
women and scientists. She died in 1956 from leukemia, which was likely
caused by her exposure to radiation.

Ève Curie was born in Paris in 1904. She studied journalism at the
University of Paris, and she went on to become a writer and a journalist.



She wrote several books about her mother and her sister, and she also
wrote about science and politics.

Ève Curie was a gifted writer, and her work helped to popularize science
and make it accessible to a wider audience. She was also a passionate
advocate for peace and nuclear disarmament. She died in 2007 at the age
of 102.

Legacy of Marie Curie and Her Daughters

Marie Curie and her daughters were pioneers in the field of science. They
made groundbreaking contributions to physics and chemistry, and they
paved the way for future generations of scientists. Their legacy is one of
triumph and inspiration, and their work continues to impact the world today.

Marie Curie and her daughters are role models for women and girls around
the world. They show that women can achieve anything they set their
minds to, and they inspire us to follow our dreams. Their story is a reminder
that we can all make a difference in the world, and that we should never
give up on our goals.
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