Ketanji Brown Jackson: Who Is She, and Why
Is Her Appointment Historic?

The confirmation of Ketanji Brown Jackson to the Supreme Court of the
United States is a watershed moment in American history. She is the first
Black woman to serve on the nation's highest court, a testament to her
exceptional qualifications and the progress that has been made in the
pursuit of equality.
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Jackson's journey to the Supreme Court has been marked by a series of
firsts. She was the first Black woman to serve as a federal public defender,
the first Black woman to serve on the United States Sentencing
Commission, and the first Black woman to serve as a judge on the United
States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.

Early Life and Education

Ketanji Brown Jackson was born in Washington, D.C., on September 14,
1970. Her parents were both public school teachers, and she grew up in a
household that emphasized education and service. Jackson attended
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Miami Palmetto Senior High School, where she was a standout student and
athlete. She went on to earn her undergraduate degree from Harvard
College, where she majored in government. After graduating from law
school at Harvard Law School, Jackson clerked for Justice Stephen Breyer

on the Supreme Court.
Legal Career

After clerking for Justice Breyer, Jackson began her legal career as a public
defender in Washington, D.C. She quickly established herself as a skilled
and compassionate advocate for her clients. In 2003, she was appointed to
the United States Sentencing Commission, where she worked to reduce
sentencing disparities and promote fairness in the criminal justice system.

In 2013, Jackson was appointed to the United States District Court for the
District of Columbia. She served on the district court for eight years, during
which time she presided over a wide range of cases, including the high-
profile trial of former Trump campaign manager Paul Manafort.

In 2021, Jackson was nominated by President Biden to the United States
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. She was confirmed by
the Senate by a vote of 53-47, with three Republicans voting in favor of her
confirmation.

Judicial Philosophy

Jackson's judicial philosophy is rooted in the belief that the law should be
applied fairly and impatrtially to all people. She has said that she believes in
"the importance of empathy and understanding in the courtroom," and that
she strives to "make sure that everyone who comes before me feels heard
and respected."



Jackson's commitment to fairness and equality is reflected in her record as
a judge. She has ruled in favor of voting rights, LGBTQ rights, and the
rights of criminal defendants. She has also been a vocal critic of mass

incarceration and the death penalty.
Impact on American Jurisprudence

Jackson's appointment to the Supreme Court is a significant moment for
American jurisprudence. She is the first Black woman to serve on the
nation's highest court, and her presence will undoubtedly have a profound
impact on the way that the law is interpreted and applied.

Jackson's appointment is also a powerful symbol of the progress that has
been made in the pursuit of racial equality in the United States. Her
presence on the Supreme Court will serve as an inspiration to all
Americans, and it will help to ensure that the voices of all people are heard
in the nation's highest court.

Ketanji Brown Jackson is a trailblazing jurist who has made history as the
first Black woman to serve on the Supreme Court of the United States. Her
appointment is a testament to her exceptional qualifications and the
progress that has been made in the pursuit of equality.

Jackson's journey to the Supreme Court has been marked by a series of
firsts, and her appointment is a historic moment for American
jurisprudence. She is a role model for all Americans, and her presence on
the Supreme Court will help to ensure that the voices of all people are
heard in the nation's highest court.
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