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In the annals of Thoroughbred racing, few names shine as brightly as Ted
Bassett. A master horseman and a beloved figure in the industry, Bassett's
life was an extraordinary journey filled with passion, triumph, and enduring
legacy.

In his captivating autobiography, 'Keeneland Ted Bassett My Life,' Bassett
shares his incredible story, offering an intimate glimpse into the world of
Thoroughbred racing and the remarkable events that shaped his career.

Early Life and Influences

Born in 1930 in rural Kentucky, Bassett's love for horses ignited at a young
age. Inspired by his grandfather, a renowned horse trainer, Bassett spent
countless hours observing and learning the intricacies of the sport.

As a young man, Bassett's talent caught the attention of legendary trainer
Ben Jones, who took him under his wing and nurtured his potential. Under
Jones's guidance, Bassett gained invaluable experience and began to
develop his own unique training methods.

Rise to Prominence

In the 1950s, Bassett established his own training operation and quickly
rose to prominence. His innovative techniques and exceptional
horsemanship led to a string of victories, including the prestigious Kentucky
Derby in 1960 with Venetian Way.
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Throughout his career, Bassett trained some of the greatest Thoroughbreds
in history, including Kelso, the only horse to win the Horse of the Year
award five times, and Secretariat, the legendary Triple Crown winner.

A Keeneland Legend

Bassett's association with Keeneland Racecourse, one of the most iconic
venues in Thoroughbred racing, played a pivotal role in his legacy. He
became a fixture at Keeneland, training and racing numerous champions
there.

In recognition of his contributions, Keeneland established the Ted Bassett
Award, given annually to the trainer of the race's top 3-year-old filly.

A Lifetime of Dedication

Beyond his racing accomplishments, Bassett was a tireless advocate for
Thoroughbred racing and its welfare. He served as president of the
Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders Association and was instrumental in
establishing the Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation.

Bassett's passion for horses and his commitment to the industry were
evident in everything he did. He dedicated his life to the sport, nurturing
generations of horses and horsemen.

A Legacy to Cherish

Ted Bassett passed away in 2020, leaving behind an enduring legacy that
continues to inspire. His autobiography, 'Keeneland Ted Bassett My Life,' is
a testament to his extraordinary journey and a valuable historical record for
the world of Thoroughbred racing.



Through Bassett's words, readers gain a firsthand account of the triumphs,
challenges, and profound impact of a life dedicated to horses. His story is a
timeless reminder of the unwavering spirit, determination, and love that
define the human-equine bond.

'Keeneland Ted Bassett My Life' is an essential read for anyone with a
passion for Thoroughbred racing, equine history, or the pursuit of
excellence. Bassett's inspiring journey, filled with both personal and
professional triumphs, is a testament to the transformative power of hard
work, resilience, and a lifelong love for horses.

As we celebrate the legacy of Ted Bassett, his autobiography serves as a
timeless tribute to a true icon of the sport. Its pages will continue to inspire,
educate, and captivate generations of Thoroughbred racing enthusiasts for
years to come.
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