
How to Put on a Community Play: A
Comprehensive Guide
Putting on a community play is a great way to bring people together and
create a sense of community. It can also be a lot of fun! But if you've never
done it before, it can be daunting to know where to start.
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That's where this guide comes in. We'll walk you through every step of the
process, from choosing the right script to marketing your production.

Step 1: Choose the Right Script

The first step is to choose the right script. There are a few things to keep in
mind when making your selection:

The length of the play. Community plays are typically shorter than
professional productions, so you'll want to choose a script that can be
performed in two to three hours.
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The number of characters. The number of characters in your play will
determine how many actors you'll need. It's important to choose a
script that has a manageable number of characters, especially if you're
working with a small group.

The level of difficulty. The difficulty of the play will depend on the
experience level of your actors. If you're working with a group of
beginners, you'll want to choose a script that is relatively easy to learn.

The theme of the play. The theme of the play is what it's about. You'll
want to choose a script that has a theme that is relevant to your
community.

Once you've considered all of these factors, you can start narrowing down
your choices. There are many great resources available online that can
help you find the perfect script for your community play.

Step 2: Find a Venue

The next step is to find a venue for your play. This could be a local theater,
a community center, or even a school auditorium. When choosing a venue,
it's important to consider the following:

The size of the venue. The size of the venue will determine how
many people you can accommodate. It's important to choose a venue
that is large enough to fit your audience, but not so large that it feels
empty.

The cost of the venue. Venues can range in price, so it's important to
budget for this expense.



The availability of the venue. Make sure that the venue is available
on the dates you need it.

Once you've found a venue, you can book it and start planning your
production.

Step 3: Cast Your Actors

The next step is to cast your actors. This can be a challenging task, but it's
also one of the most important. The right actors will bring your play to life
and make it a success.

When casting your actors, it's important to keep the following in mind:

The experience level of the actors. If you're working with a group of
beginners, you'll want to choose actors who have some experience.
However, don't be afraid to cast beginners if you think they have the
potential.

The personality of the actors. The actors you choose should have
the right personality for the roles they're playing. It's important to find
actors who are enthusiastic and passionate about the play.

The availability of the actors. Make sure that the actors you choose
are available for the entire rehearsal and performance schedule.

Once you've cast your actors, you can start rehearsing.

Step 4: Rehearse Your Play

Rehearsals are an essential part of the production process. They give your
actors a chance to learn their lines, develop their characters, and work



together as a team.

When rehearsing your play, it's important to keep the following in mind:

The length of the rehearsals. Rehearsals should be long enough to
give your actors time to learn their lines and develop their characters,
but not so long that they get bored or burned out.

The frequency of the rehearsals. The frequency of the rehearsals
will depend on the length of your play and the availability of your
actors. It's important to find a schedule that works for everyone.

The focus of the rehearsals. The focus of the rehearsals should be
on helping your actors learn their lines and develop their characters.
However, you should also use rehearsals to work on the technical
aspects of the production, such as the set, the lighting, and the sound.

Rehearsals are a lot of work, but they're also a lot of fun. By the end of the
rehearsal process, you and your actors will have created a strong bond and
a sense of camaraderie.

Step 5: Market Your Play

Once your play is ready to go, it's time to start marketing it. There are many
different ways to market your play, including:

Social media. Social media is a great way to reach a large audience.
Create a Facebook page for your play and use it to share updates,
photos, and videos. You can also use social media to run ads targeting
people in your community.



Email marketing. Email marketing is a great way to stay in touch with
your audience and promote your play. Create an email list and use it to
send out regular updates about your play. You can also use email
marketing to sell tickets to your play.

Print advertising. Print advertising can be a great way to reach
people in your community who are not online. Take out ads in local
newspapers and magazines. You can also post flyers around town.

Public relations. Public relations can be a great way to get your play
featured in the media. Contact local newspapers, magazines, and TV
stations and let them know about your play. You can also invite them to
attend a performance.

Marketing your play takes time and effort, but it's worth it. By promoting
your play effectively, you can reach a large audience and sell out your
performances.

Step 6: Stage Your Play

The final step is to stage your play. This involves putting up the set, lighting
the play, and designing the sound. It's important to work with a qualified
technical director to ensure that your play looks and sounds its best.

Staging your play can be a lot of work, but it's also a lot of fun. By working
together, you and your team can create a beautiful and memorable
production.

Putting on a community play is a lot of work, but it's also a lot of fun. By
following these steps, you can produce
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