
Fighting for Latino Rights with the Young
Lords: A Revolutionary Struggle
The Young Lords were a radical political organization that fought for the
rights of Puerto Ricans and other Latinos in the United States during the
1960s and 1970s. Founded in Chicago in 1966, the Young Lords quickly
spread to other cities, including New York, Philadelphia, and Los Angeles.
They were known for their militant tactics, which included protests,
boycotts, and occupations of public buildings.
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The Young Lords were founded by a group of young Puerto Rican activists
who were frustrated with the lack of representation and power that Latinos
had in American society. They were inspired by the Black Panther Party,
which had been founded in Oakland, California, in 1966. The Black
Panthers were a militant black nationalist organization that fought for the
rights of African Americans. The Young Lords adopted many of the Black
Panthers' tactics, including the use of black uniforms and berets.
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The Young Lords' main goal was to achieve self-determination for Puerto
Ricans and other Latinos. They believed that Latinos had the right to
control their own communities and institutions. They also fought for a
number of specific reforms, including better housing, education, and
healthcare for Latinos. The Young Lords were also vocal opponents of the
Vietnam War.

The Young Lords were a controversial organization. Their militant tactics
often led to confrontations with the police and other authorities. They were
also criticized by some for their association with the Black Panther Party.
However, the Young Lords also had a significant impact on the Latino
community. They helped to raise awareness of the problems facing Latinos
and they inspired a new generation of Latino activists.

The Young Lords disbanded in 1976, but their legacy continues today. They
are remembered as a pioneering organization that fought for the rights of
Latinos in the United States. Their story is an important reminder of the
power of grassroots activism.

The Founding of the Young Lords

The Young Lords were founded in Chicago in 1966 by a group of young
Puerto Rican activists. The group was led by José "Cha-Cha" Jiménez, a
former member of the Young Patriots, a Puerto Rican youth gang. Jiménez
and his fellow founders were frustrated with the lack of representation and
power that Latinos had in American society. They believed that Latinos
needed to organize themselves and fight for their rights.

The Young Lords quickly spread to other cities, including New York,
Philadelphia, and Los Angeles. In each city, the Young Lords established



local chapters that focused on specific issues affecting the Latino
community. For example, the New York chapter focused on housing and
education, while the Los Angeles chapter focused on police brutality and
immigration.

The Young Lords' Tactics

The Young Lords were known for their militant tactics, which included
protests, boycotts, and occupations of public buildings. They often used
these tactics to draw attention to the problems facing Latinos and to
demand change.

One of the Young Lords' most famous protests was the 1969 takeover of
Lincoln Hospital in the Bronx. The Young Lords occupied the hospital for 12
days, demanding better healthcare for the Latino community. The protest
was successful, and the hospital eventually agreed to the Young Lords'
demands.

The Young Lords also used boycotts to fight for their goals. In 1970, the
Young Lords organized a boycott of Coca-Cola in New York City. The
boycott was successful, and Coca-Cola eventually agreed to hire more
Latino workers and to invest in the Latino community.

The Young Lords' militant tactics often led to confrontations with the police
and other authorities. In 1969, the Young Lords were involved in a shootout
with the police in Chicago. The shootout left one Young Lord dead and
several others injured.

The Young Lords' Legacy



The Young Lords disbanded in 1976, but their legacy continues today. They
are remembered as a pioneering organization that fought for the rights of
Latinos in the United States. Their story is an important reminder of the
power of grassroots activism.

The Young Lords inspired a new generation of Latino activists. Many of the
leaders of the modern-day Latino civil rights movement were influenced by
the Young Lords. The Young Lords also helped to raise awareness of the
problems facing Latinos in the United States. Their work helped to pave the
way for the progress that Latinos have made in recent years.

The Young Lords are a reminder that change is possible. They showed that
even a small group of people can make a big difference. Their story is an
inspiration to us all.

The Young Lords were a radical political organization that fought for the
rights of Puerto Ricans and other Latinos in the United States during the
1960s and 1970s. They were known for their militant tactics, which included
protests, boycotts, and occupations of public buildings. The Young Lords
disbanded in 1976, but their legacy continues today. They are remembered
as a pioneering organization that fought for the rights of Latinos in the
United States. Their story is an important reminder of the power of
grassroots activism.
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