Edward Curtis Documented American Indian
Dignity And Beauty Captured History

Edward Curtis was a pioneering photographer who documented the lives
and cultures of Native Americans in the early 20th century. His work is a
powerful and moving tribute to the dignity and beauty of these people.

Curtis was born in Wisconsin in 1868. He began his career as a
photographer in the late 1880s, and in 1899 he embarked on a project to
document the lives of Native Americans. Over the next 30 years, Curtis
traveled throughout the United States and Canada, taking thousands of
photographs of Native Americans from more than 80 different tribes.
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Curtis's photographs are remarkable for their beauty and their authenticity.
He was able to capture the dignity and spirit of the Native Americans he
photographed, even though they were often living in poverty and under
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threat of assimilation. Curtis's work helped to change the way Americans
viewed Native Americans, and it remains an important record of their
history and culture.

Curtis's Early Life

Edward Curtis was born in Whitewater, Wisconsin, on February 16, 1868.
His father was a minister, and his mother was a teacher. Curtis had a
happy childhood, and he developed a love of nature and the outdoors at a
young age.

In 1887, Curtis moved to Seattle, Washington, to work as a photographer's
assistant. He quickly learned the trade, and in 1890 he opened his own
studio. Curtis's business was successful, and he soon became one of the
leading photographers in the Pacific Northwest.

Curtis's Work with Native Americans

In 1899, Curtis met George Bird Grinnell, a naturalist and ethnologist who
was working to preserve the culture of the Blackfeet Indians. Grinnell was
impressed with Curtis's photography, and he encouraged him to use his
skills to document the lives of other Native American tribes.

Curtis was fascinated by Native American culture, and he eagerly agreed to
Grinnell's request. In 1900, he began work on a project to photograph
every Native American tribe in the United States and Canada. Curtis's goal
was to create a comprehensive record of Native American life before it
disappeared.

Over the next 30 years, Curtis traveled throughout the United States and
Canada, taking thousands of photographs of Native Americans from more



than 80 different tribes. He photographed them in their traditional clothing,
engaged in their traditional activities, and living in their traditional homes.
Curtis also recorded their stories and songs.

Curtis's Legacy

Edward Curtis's work is a powerful and moving tribute to the dignity and
beauty of Native Americans. His photographs helped to change the way
Americans viewed Native Americans, and they remain an important record
of their history and culture.

Curtis's work has been exhibited in museums and galleries around the
world. His photographs have also been published in books and magazines.
Curtis's legacy is one of preserving and celebrating the culture of Native
Americans.

Image Gallery
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Further Reading
= The Edward Curtis Website

= Edward Curtis and the North American Indian at the Library of
Congress

= Edward Curtis: The Photographer Who Romanticized and Exploited
Native Americans
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